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John Garvey became President and CEO of Petroleum, Inc. in 1992, after which, 

the company grew nearly five-fold in eight years in net asset value. Although he 

has now sold most of the oil and gas operations of Petroleum, Inc., he has 

engaged in successful oil and gas exploration and production projects in the Mid-

continent, the Rockies, Alaska, and Siberia. Additionally, he diversified his 

experience with significant Southwestern real estate ventures, including acquiring 

the Wickenburg Inn in Arizona.  

 

John received degrees from the Yale University School of Management, two 

Master’s degrees from the University of Denver, and a B.A. from the University of 

Kansas. He has completed other educational programs, including from the 

Harvard Business School, Stanford Business School, Wharton, and MIT. He is a 

founding member of The Madison Council at the Library of Congress.  

 

In the political realm, he served on the Kansas Governor’s Trade Delegation to the 

PRC in 1986 and the Council on the Constitution in Washing, D.C. in 1998. He was 

active in advocating and consulting with the George W. Bush Administration, 



other public policy makers, and think tanks on a project advising developing 

countries in the War on Terrorism.  

 

He is the co-founder and executive director of Family Businesses of America, 

which lobbied and provided testimony for modification of (and eventual repeal 

of) the Death Tax (Estate Tax) for America’s 11+ million family businesses. He 

currently serves as a member of the Board of Trustees for The Institute of World 

Politics.  

 

SOURCE: https://www.iwp.edu/press-releases/2020/07/09/john-k-garvey-joins-

the-iwp-board-of-trustees/ 
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